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MedicaP Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania.—The annual session of the Medical 
Society for the State of Petinsylvania com 
meiiced, May 28, in the Hallof the vers 
sity of Pennsylvania. The attenda 
delegates from the different county Medical 

ties was quite large and respeciable, 
The Convention was called to order shortly 
after 11 o’clock A.M., by the President, ' 
Dr. J. S. Carpenter, of SchuylkilfCounty, 
who formally opehed the.session by the-de- 
divery of an able address on the importance 
ofva thorough and systeniatic organization 
of the profession throughout the State w 
a reference to the primary arid most 
tial Objects of such an ‘organization.’ The 
address was well réceived, ‘and: elicited 
much applause. 


On motion, the thanks of the Society 3 


were tendered to Dr, Carpenter'for his‘ad- 
dregs, and a copy of it requested for inser- 
tion in the priftted Transactions of the’So- 
ciety. Several letters’ from.absent ‘mem- 

bers were read. Invitations to the Society 


to visit the Girard College, Acaddly of 
Natural Sciences, Blind Asylum, and the 
Lazaretto, during the present week, were 
fead and accepted. 

On motion, it was , 

“Resolved, That the sessions of the So- 
of } ciéty continue from 9 o’clock A. M., until 
5 P.'M., with arecegs from 1 until oclock ; 
the afternoons, after 5o0’clock, to be deyoted 
to visiting the different public institutions 
‘of the city. 

“The reading 6f the Journal of the last ses- 
sion of the Society was, on motion; dis: 
te ineed with. 

; * Dgs. Worthington, Janney, and Parrish 
: were appointed a committee to examine and 
réport on the credentials of tlie delegates. 
‘The committee reported the names of the 
geritlemen, ‘accredited by their aa 
Societies. 

‘Dr. Jewell offered the following resol 

tion, which was adépted :— 

% Resolved, Thatacom ittBe be appointed; 

of one’ from | county ‘in at- 

tendance, to nominate officers of this Society 
for the ensuing yest, and that each h Solty 
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delegation choose its own representative in 
said committee. 
On motion of Dr. Stocker, 
Resolved, ‘That the committee he. also 
“empowered to nominate the three additional 


qginembers of the Committee of Publication, 


and’also to designate a place.of adjournment 
Morshe Society. Which motion was agreed 
Stole, 
@onval reports of the Susquehanna 


* and: Blair County Medical Societies, were 


read and referred to the Committee on 
Pablication. Adjourned. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. ‘ 

The Convention reassembled at 3 
o’clock. The minutes of the morning ses- 
sion were read, and after being amended, 


° "were approved. 


‘Several reports from the County Medical 
Societies were presented, read; and referred 
to the Committee on Publication. These 
rep@rts contain many interesting stafistical 
facts in relation to the causes, prevalence, 
and treatment. of disease in different por- 
tions of :the State, and embody a large 
amount of useful medical information. 

Other reports were offered, but owing to 
their great length, were recommitted tojthe 
delegates, with instructions to prepare con- 
densed statements to be read to-morrow, 

‘The Convention adjourned at 5.0’clock, 
and the members proceeded in a body to 
visit the Academy of Natural Sciences, 

., where they were formally received and con- 
ducted throughout the building. 


Seconp Day’s Session (May 29). 


‘The Convention was called to order at 9 
’clock, and the list of delegates read. 
The minutes of the previous session*were 
Fead, amended, and approved. _ 

_ A.communication was presented through 
Dr. Condie, from the: Mutual. Life Ingur- 
“ance Company of New York, soliciting the 
aid of the Soéiéty in the-work. of preparing 
.@ report on the subject of Vital Statistics in 


» the United States. It was, on motion, re- 


ferred to a special. committee of three, to 
‘report as soon as possible. 

/A communication was read from the 
Chester County Medical Society; in refer- 
ence to the publication of the Transactions 


» of the State Society, and’asking that a peti- 


tion be sent to the Législature praying that 
the"@xpenses of said publication be defrayed 
by the.State. After considerable discus- 
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sion, the communication was referred to a 
Special Committee, with instructions to 
draw up a memorial to the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania in relatiun to this subject. An 
invitation to thesmembers to visit the Hos- 
pital for Diseases of the Chest, was read 
and accepted, The Committee on forms 
for County Reports, presented a report, and 
offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Forms 
for County Reports be, and they are hereby 
instructed to continue the’circulation of the 
printed forms as heretofore, and to report to 
this Society at the next session, any modifi- 
cation of the form which the experience of 
the year may show to be desirable. 

The Committee appointed to arrange for 
action all the unfinished business of last 
year’s session, presented a report, which 
was accepted, and the Committee dis- 
charged. The report of the Medical So- 
ciety of Bradford County was read, and re- 
ferred to’ the Committee Ong vblcation 
The reports of the Medical Societies of 
Schuylkill and Huntingdon Counties were 
read, and similarly referred. These reports 
all present a gratifying account of the gene- 
ral good health of the interior counties, and 
contain valuable suggestions in relation to 
such epidemics and endemics as have pre- 
vailed during the past and the present year. 

The report of the Board of Censors of the 
State Society, announcing the expulsion 
from said Society of John Coleman Morgan, 
for.a gross violation of the Code of Ethics, 
was read, and feferred to the Committee of 

blication, The report of the Committee 
GF Publication for the past year was read 
and the Committee discharged. An audited 
account of the Treasurer's report was pre- 
sented, from which it appeared that there is 
a balance of $30 43 remaining in favour of 
the Society. 

The reports of the Cheater and. Montgo- 
mery County Societies were submitted, 


tion.: 

A very interesting report from the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society on Meteor- 
ology and Epidemics, for the year 1855, 
was presented, and read. ‘It embraces a 
large amount of useful medical information 
under the following heads :— 

Ist. Causes which modify the health of 
the county. 

2d. Mortuary tables; and 











and referred.to the Committee of Publica- ~ 
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$d. Prevalent diseases. 

Within the first division is.included the 
geographical bearings of the county, its 
size, population, boundaries, geological for- 
mations and character of its soil, accompa- 
nied by a geological map, prepared with 
much care expressly for this report. Under 
this head are the municipal regulations that 
are connected with the sanitary welfare of 
the consolidated city, as 

1st. The Water Supply. 

2d. The Drainage and Sewerage, 

3d. The Cesspool System. 

4th. Street Cleaning. 

5th. Construction of Dwellings. 

6th. Ventilation. 

7th. Intramural Interments. 

8th. Animal Refuse. 

In addition, there are presented the mete- 
orological observations for the year recorded 
by Prof. Kirkpatrick, of the Philadelphia 
High School. This table shows the mean 
temperature of the atmosphere to have been 
54° 5’; the maximum being 95°, while the 
minimum ‘was only one degree below zero. 
The coldest month was February, and the 
coldest day, the 6th of the month, when the 
mean of the thermometer was 44°. The 
amount of rain and snow that fell was equal 
to 44.653 inches. Underthe second general 
division are the mortuary tables, amounting 
to'10,447 interments, less by 5.96 per cent. 
than the aggregate number for 1854. The 
excess of deaths in the males was equal to 
6.13 per cent. 

The deaths from diseases of the lungs 
were equal to 26.20 percent, Consump- 
tion of the lungs contributed 1,327 of the 
deaths, equal to 13.45 per cent. 6 55 

The diséases of the nervous system gave 
18.90 per cent. of the deaths, and diseases 
of the organs of nutrition 22.35 per cent. 

The deaths from diseases of the urino- 
genital system amounted to 148; from 
fevers 628, or 6.30 per cent. 

While New York gives } death in every 
99 of the population, Baltimore 1 in 156, 
and Boston 1 in 155, Philadelphia gives 1 
in 188. 

Another comparative table shows that 
while in New York, 1 in every 28 of the 
population dies annually, and in Baltimore 
and Boston 1 in every 39, in, Philadelphia 
there is only 1 in every 47. 

The third division of the report furnishes 
an account of the prevalent diseases through- 
out the county during the year. This is 
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introduced by a. statement that no epidemic 
of a malignant or wide-spread character 
made its appearance during the year. 
Among the diseases named as having been 
somewhat prevalent, are the various forms 
of fevers, especially smallpox, varioloid, 
and scarlatina. Only 163 deaths have de- 
curred from scarlet fever during the year. 
Ninety deaths have been recorded from 
hooping-cough. Seventy-five, of . these 
deaths were under two years of age. The 
steady increase of deaths from croup is pat- 
ticularly noticed. ; 

Pneumonia contributed 442 deaths to. the 
bill of mortality. Bronchitis is spoken of 
as having been seen during the early spring, 
but quite amenable to treatment. 

The report says that the deaths from 
cholera infantum fell off during the summer 
12.85 per cent. from those of the preceding 
year. A calculation is also made of the 
deaths from this disease for the last fifteen 
years, which is compared with that. made 
by Dr. Condie for the preceding fifteen 
years. This calculation shows that the dis- 
ease has rather increased than diminished, 
notwithstanding all the facilities for pure 
air and recreation, together with the im- 
proved state of the city generally, 


The report concludes by directing the at- 
tention of the County Society, and through 
it, the State organization, to the examina- 
tion of two cardinal principles connected 
with the sanitary requirements of every 


community in the State. let, An efficient 
arrangement for securing the medical topo- 
graphy of each county, the prevailing dis- 
eases, and the most successful. modes of 
treatment, in accordance with last year’s 
report. 2d. A complete system of registra- 
tion of births, marriages, and deaths, in 
order to obtain and preserve the vital statis- 
tics ofour Commonwealth. The report was 
one of very great interest, and was prepared 
with much care by Dr. Wilson Jewell, of 
this city, It was reférred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

Dr. Atlee, of Lancaster, introduced to. the 
notice of the Convention the subject of vac- 
cination. He referred to the negligence of 
the public vaccine physicians of this city in 
the proper fulfilment of their duties, and 
expressed a hope that immediate and ener- 
getic action would be taken in relation to 
this important matter. 

Dr. Condie, in a. speech of great, power, 
urged the Convention to give the whole 
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subject of vaccination their earliest attention. 
He fefetred tothe danger of the deteriora- 
tion of thé vaccine matter in common use— 
the improper sources resorted to for a sup- 
ply of viras—the fact that in many subjects 
@ first vaccination with pure and efficient 
matter did not always place the system fully 
ufider the: protective power of the vaccine 
infection, and, hence the importaticé of re- 
vaccination as a means of affording greater 
Security against the infection of smallpox. 
Some interesting facts in relation to vacci- 
nation were presented by other gentlemen, 
when, on the motion of Dr. Atlee, a com- 
mittee from the Philadelphia County Medi- 
cal Society was appointed to report to the 
State Society on the subject. 

Dr. Condie, on behalf of a committee to 
whom was referred the subject of the sale 
of patent medicines and instruments by 
druggists and apothecaries, made a report, 
to which was appended the following reso- 
lution:s— 

Resolved, That the members of the Medi- 
cal Society of Pennsylvania, and the profes- 
sion generally, be recommended to use their 
influence with the druggists and apotheca- 
ries of their respective neighbourhoods, to 
induce them to discontinue the purchase 
and sale of patent and quack medicines, and 
patented instruments; and that physicians 
be recommended to withhold, as far as prac- 
ticable, theit patronage from such apotheca- 
ries and druggists as persist'in the sale of 
the articles indicated. Adopted. 

The report of the Medical Society of 
Berks County was read, and referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Condié presented and read an obituary 
notice of Dr. J. P. Heister. 

Dr. Heger, of Schuylkill County, pre- 
sented the following resolutions :— 

Resolved; That a Standing Committee of 
five, of which the present Committee on 
Forms shall be three, be appointed, whose 
duty it shall'be to take charge of the‘depart- 
ment of meteorology ; give the necessary 
directions to observers, organize a proper 
system. of observations throughout the 
County Societies, and report yearly to the 
State Society. , 

Resolved, That each County Society be, 
and it is hereby requested to appoint one or 
mote observers, as the topographical’forma- 
tion may require, to makestich observations 


as’ thélabove committée may diféct, or as: 


they’ may deem proper, ‘and to report an: 
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nually, on or before the first Monday in 
March, to the Chairman of the Committee 
of thie’ Society. 

Which resolutions were adopted, and 
Dre. Heger and Wythes, of Schuylkill 
County, were added to the Committee on 
Forms, 

Dr. Emerson submitted the following :— 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to procure a supply of vaccine matter fresh 
from the original source, or recently ob- 
tained, for the purpose of distribution among 
the members of the several County Socie- 
ties of the State. 


Resolved, That the said committee be 
authorized to charge for the virus a0 distri- 
buted, such an amount as will cover the 
expenses of procuring it. 

Pending the discussion of thece resolutions 
the hour for adjournment arrived. 

The members of the Society visited, in 
the afternoon, the Institution for the Blind, 
where a musical entertainment took place. 
They proceeded thence to the Girard Col- 
lege, where they were received by the Presi- 
dent, W. H. Allen, LL. D., who conducted 
them through the building and grounds. 


Turrp Day’s Session (May 30). 


The Convention was. called to order 
shortly after 9 o’clock by the President, 
and the list of delegates read. The minutes 
of the previous session were read and 
adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, the Convention 
proceeded to the consideration of the report 
of the Special Committee, in relation to the 
communication received from the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of New York, 
soliciting the assistance of the Society in the 
preparation, at the expense of the company, 
of a report on the subject of Vital Statistics 
in the United States. 

Dr. Atlee, in a few pertinent remarks, re- 
ferred sto the utter uselesshess of the vital 
statistics now generally regarded as refer: 
ence tables, and urged the appointment of a 
committee to confer with the Company in 
New York, and ‘report their action on the 
whole subject:as soon as practicable. 

Dr. A. L. Kennedy, the Secretary, op- 
posed the subject, on the ground that the 
printed circular sent to the Society was a 
mere advertising medium for the Company, 
and not calculated to afford practical results. 
He wes compelled to regard the communi- 
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cation in a suspicious light, and would, there- 
fore, vote against action. 

Dr. Condie replied and stated that the 
communication was not of the character al- 
luded to, but came from a reliable and 
worthy source. 

Dr. Wythes, of Schuylkill County, took 
strong grounds against any action on the 
subject. It was not the object of the Medi- 
cal Society to puff insurance companies, and 
he would oppose the effort to give a name 
to this New York Company, about which 
he was totally ignorant. 

Dr. Kennedy explained the position he 
occupied in the matter. He was as much 
in favour of a compilation of the Vital Sta- 
tistics of the United States as any man in 
the profession, but he would not consent 
that the Society should give any attention 
whatever to a printed communication de- 
signed for general circulation. 

Dr. Worthington said that this Company 
had made application to this Medical So- 
ciety, to assist them in the collection of 
facts which were essential helps in the pre- 
paration of mortality tables, from which 
they ‘could issue their policies for life insur- 
ance. The communication was a respect- 
ful one, and he could see no reason why 
the Society should not extend a helping 
hand to the Company, in the accomplish- 
ment of so good a work. He moved that a 
committee be appointed by the Chairman, 
to confer with a commission appointed by 
this Insurance Company upon the subject. 

Dr. Jewell, of this city, did not think that 
the appointment of a committee to confer 
with an insurance commission, would further 
the object in view. It must eventually be 
done by law; nevertheless, the appointment 
of such a committee on general principles, 
to examine thoroughly into the subject, 
would arouse the attention of the public to 
the great importance of these statistics. In 
England this subject receives the attention 
that its importance demands, and as much 
interest is there displayed in the collection 
of Vital Statistics as there is manifested in 
the political affairs in this country. He 
hoped that the Legislature would enact a 
law to render itbligatory on physicians, 
clergymen, and magistrates, throughout the 
State to record the births, deaths, and mar- 

tiages, which may occur in their profes- 
sional official practice, and that proper mea- 
sures be secured go to arrange these records 


$data for correct vital statistics in every por- 
‘tion of our State. 

The subject, after much discussion, was 
so modified as to apply to any Insurance or 
other Company, and a Special Committee 
of three was appointed under the sugges- 
tion of the report, ‘‘to confer with Life In- 
surance Companies or other public bodies,”’ 

Dr. Henry Carpenter introduced a series 
of resolutions in relation to the decease of 
Drs. Richards and Baer, of Lancaster Coun- 
ty, members of the Society. They were 
adopted, and copies of them ordered to be 
sent to the relatives of the deceased. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. Harts- 
horne, recommending that a committee be 
appointed to report on a uniform and sys- 
tematic plan upon which the members of 
the different County Societies may keep an 
accurate and fall account of the diseases ob- 
served and treated by them with their re- 
sults. A book containing a plan for record- 
ing these statistics was also presented. 

The resolution was adopted. 

A commutication from the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society, stating that no 
new rules had been adopted by it since the 
last annual report. It also contained a 
notice of the proceedings of the Society in 
the case of Dr. Morgan, expelled for unpro- 
fessional association. 

On motion of Dr. Stocker, an alteration 
of the Constitution of the Society was 
adopted to the effect that any expelled or 
censured member of a County Society 
should have the right to appeal to the State 
Censors, provided said appeal be filed within 
three months after said action of the County 
Society. ‘ 











as to furnish from them the only reliable 


Dr. Thomas offered a resolution in refer- 
ence to triennial meetings of the American 
Medical Association, which was postponed 
until the next annual meeting of the State 
Society. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, the resolutions 
previouly offered by Dr. Emerson, in rela- 
tion to vaccine matter, were adopted. 

Drs. Emerson and Condie were appointed 
the committee under said resolutions. 

The following officers were then elected 
for the ensuing year :— 

President.—Dr. R. La Roche, Philadel- 
phia. 

Vice-Presidents.—Dr. Worthington, of 
Chester County ; Dr. Jackson, of Philadel- 
phia; Dr. Cunningham, of Beaver County ; 
Dr. Horton, of Bradford County. 
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Recording Secretaries.—Dr. Kennedy, of 
Philadelphia; Dr. Ogier, of Chester. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Dr. T. H. 
Yardley, of Philadelphia. 

Treasurer.—Dr. R. P. Thomas, of Phila- 
delphia. ; 

The President elect was then conducted 
to the Chair by Dr. Condie. Before taking 
his seat, he said :— 

** Gentlemen of the State Medical So- 
ciety : In assuming the duties of the office 
to which you have this day elevated me, I 
would do injustice to my feelings were I to 
fail to express to you my most sincere 


* thanks for the honour thus conferred on me. 


It is an honour to which I feel I can lay no 
claims, and which I must owe rather to the 
partiality of friends than to any merit of 
mine. Certainly, the announcement of 
your choice was to me most unexpected. 
Little did I dream that I was ever to be 
chosen to preside over your deliberations. 
The duties of the office are among those for 
which I think myself least qualified, from 
habit and taste, as well as from want of ex- 
perience, to perform in a satisfactory man- 
ner. I therefore at once appeal to your in- 
dulgence. For, without a large share. of 
that virtue, you will, I fear, have many an 
occasion to regret not having made another 
selection. But on this subject you have 
assumed the responsibility. All T can pro- 
‘mise is, that no effort will be neglected by 
me to discharge the duties you have been 
kind enough to confide to me to the full ex- 
tent of my abilities, and with the zeal which 
the warm interest I have ever taken in the 
success of this society, and in the honour, 
dignity, and high standing of our profession 
animates me.”’ 

Resolutions of thanks to the retiring of- 
ficers, to the Trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania, and to the officers of the dif- 
ferent public institutions of Philadelphia, 
who had extended to the members of the 
Society so many courtesies, were then 
unanimously passed, 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That when the Convention do 
adjourn, it'be to meet at West Chester, on 
the last Wednesday of May next, at 11 
o'clock A. M. 

The Convention then adjourned sine die. 

In the afternoon the members of the So- 
ciety participated in an excursion to the 
Lazaretto, where a liberal repast was pre- 
pared for them by the Committee of Ar- 

















rangement of the Philadelphia County 
Medical Society. They returned to the 
city about eight o'clock. 

Annual Address to the American Medical 
Association by the President, Gro. B. 
Woop, M.D.—[The address recently de- 
livered by Prof. Wood, on retiring from the 
office of President of the American Medical 
Association, is so interesting and appropriate 
that we cannot resist the desire to contribute 
to its wide circulation, and therefore publish 
it entire in our columns. The topics dis- 
cussed are of the highest importance, and 
the views expressed should be extensively 
promulgated not only among the profession 
but also among the community generally, 
who would then better appreciate the claims 
of scientific medicine, and be less frequently 
deceived by the sophistry of charlatans.) 


ADDRESS. 


Custom demands, as one of the expiring 
duties of your presiding officer, that he 
should leave a legacy at least of good wishes, 
if not of something more valuable behind 
him. In compliance with this duty, I pro- 
pose to say a few parting words, which, 
whatever else they may convey to you, will 
assuredly not interpret duly the sentiments 
of him who utters them, unless they make 
you sensible of his grateful and most kindly 
feelings towards his fellow members, and of 
his zealous interest in the great objects of 
our Association. 

The present is a suitable occasion for 
taking a survey of the Association; for 
looking around towards the boundaries of 
its labours, interests, and duties, and noting 
whether something may not present itself 
in the view, which may profitably occupy, 
for a few minutes, our serious and earnest 
attention. Let us first throw a comparative 
glance from the present backward to the 
past. Perhaps by so doing we may be better 
prepared to look forward intelligently into 
the future. 

Have the hopes with which the Associa- 
tion set out in its mission of self.imposed 
duty, been fulfilled? Has the loud call 
which it sent forth through the nation, start- 
ling the profession from its uneasy slumber, 
succeeded in awakening it thoroughly to a 
sense of its high responeibilities, and arous- 
ing a determined spirit of progress? Or 
has it died away in gradually diminishing 
echoes, leaving but a drowsy memory of 
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that spirit-stirring appeal? Have the annual 
gatherings of the elect of the profession, 
their joint deliberations in council, their 
various legislation, the practical inquiry set 
on foot or encouraged, not omitting their 
exploits at the festal board, and kindly inter- 
change of thought and sentiment in social 
assemblage; have all these been without 
fruit? Have they been the mere course of 
a phantom ship through the ocean of human 
events, leaving no track in its passage, and 
bearing no freight onward to its destination ? 

Were we to listen to the clamours of op- 
position, the whisperinge of discontent, or 
the murmured disappointment of an over- 
excited expectation, we might be disposed 
to give to these questions an unfavourable 
answer; to cease our struggles for an unat- 
tainable good; and, with the wings of the 
spirit folded, and the head drooping, to sub- 
mit in sadness to an inexorable destiny, 
chaining us in submission to all present 
evils, and jealous even of a glance towards 
the higher and the better. 

But, happily, such is not the voice of aclear 
and unbiassed judgment. It is true that the 
Association has not accomplished the whole 
of what it aimed at. Like all other young 
things, conscious of a stirring life within, 
and feeling no limits to its yet untried 
powers, it hoped and strove beyond the pos- 
sible; it struck in its soaring flight against 
the iron will of circumstance, and, fora time 
at least, fell back, stunned, though not 
crushed, into humbler aims. Yet, even as 
regards medical education, which is the 
main point of failure, its efforts have not 
been all thrownaway. Some advance, how- 
ever small, has, I think, been already made ; 
and bread, moreover, has been cast upon the 
waters, to be found after many days. 

But,. outside of this vexed subject, much, 
very much has been accomplished. I will 
not appeal to the ponderous volumes of our 
Transactions. They speak for themselves. 
To say thatthere is no chaff among their 
solid contents, would be to say what is nei- 
ther now nor ever has been true of any large 
book, with one solitary exception. But I 
believe that all present will join me in the 
opinion, that one who searches these records, 
with a sincere and candid spirit, will find in 
them much that is good; much that may 
warrant the self-congratulation of the Asso- 
ciation for having originated, or called it forth. 

But, whatever credit may be given to these 
living witnesses of our labours, one fact is 











evident, that the medical mind has been 
aroused; that the spirit of improvement has 
breathed upon the masses of the profession, 
and everywhere scattered germs, which are 
now developing, and will probably hereafter 
continue to develop, even in a still higher 
ratio, into earnest efforts for self-culture, 
and general advancement. 

Stagnation, in the moral as in the physical 
world, generates corruption. Agitation, 
though often in its extremes a cause of evil, 
and sometimes of unspeakable present 
wretcheduess, generally purifies in the end, 
and, if restrained within due limits, is a 
source of unmixed good. The medical 
mind, anterior to the birth of this Association, 
was in a state of comparative inertia. In all 
the departments of the profession, the educa- 
tional as well as the practical, material in- 
terests began to predominate. There was 
danger that the profession might sink to the 
level of a mere business. Noble aims; high 
aspirations ; the general good ; the spirit of 
self-sacrifice; these began to be looked on 
as wordy inflations. The great struggle 
seemed to be, in the teaching department to 
gather pupils; in the practical to gather pa- 
tients; in both, to swell the pockets. Stag- 
nation of the professional spirit was breed- 
ing noxious influence in its motionless 
depths. No wonder that quackery loomed 
upward, as regular medicine began to sink. 
There was danger that the public might be 
able to see little difference between them ; 
and the fact is, that the line of demarcation 
was not very distinct, even to the professional 
eye. They ran into each other, at their 
extremes, by quite insensible shades. 

But the Association arose, and a new 
spirit was awakened. Many had been 
watching this apparent abasement of the 
profession with sorrow; but they were 
powerless in their isolation. Nosooner had 
the flag of the Association been given to the 
breeze, than they hastened to join its stand- 
ard. From all quarters, and from the re- 
motest hounds of the country, volunteers 
poured in to join this great crusade against 
the evils which had been usurping the sacred 
places of the profession. The mass of medi- 
cal society was moved to its very depths. 
Hundreds upon hundreds came forth from 
their sheltering privacy, and threw their 
souls into the grand movement which was 
to reconquer, to purify, and regenerate the 
prostrated glory of their calling. The feeble 
voice of opposition was heard for a moment, 
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but was soon drowned in the overwhelming } A great benefit conferred on the profes- 
shouts of the masses, crying out, Onward! }sion by the Association, was the prepara- 
Onward! Even the advocates of the mate- }tion and adoption of a code of medical 
rial principle, who could not raise their souls Sethics. I need not say to you, that this 
above the level of dollars and cents, found {code is merely an expression of the great 
it expedient to chime in for a time with the ; principles of truth, justice and honour, in 
almost universal voice; and to the enthusi- {their application to the relations of phy- 
astic it seemed as though a professional ;sicians to one another, their patients, and 














millennium was approaching. I need not fol- 
low the march of the crusade. I need not 
recall the varied experience which has but 
confirmed that of all other revolutionary up- 
risings, that, except under the influence of a 
power higher than human, which can rege- 
nerate the hearts of men, whatever tempo- 
rary change may be made in the surface of 
things, in mere form and arrangement, it is 
only by the slow working of time that radical 
and lasting reforms can ‘be effected. Who 
ever beheld a great nation made by a written 
constitution? We have had paper republics 
as thick as the leaves in Vallombrosa; but 
where, and what are they now? To make 
a great and free nation, the people must have 
the principles of greatness and freedom im- 
planted in their hearts. So it is with lesser 
Associations. It is vain to alter forms, un- 
less the substance is altered too. The As- 
eociation has discovered this truth. It no 
longer seeks to work miracles, but is content 
with following the methods of nature and 
providence. It has done a great thing in 
beginning the movement. It is doing what 
it can to further that movement, and to con- 
solidate its results. 

Who is there that has lived and observed 
through the last ten or fifteen years, who 
cannot see ihat our profession has been 
moving onward and upward since its great 
awakening; perhaps slowly, perhaps now 
and then halting, but on the whole advanc- 
ing, and with an irresistible force, because 
it is that of the mass. It is not now a few 
leaders who are kindling by their own en- 
thusiasm a feeble and temporary blaze of 
excitement in the multitude; dragging 
them forward as with cords by their own 
strong zeal and fiery spirit: it is the inborn 
soul which is animating the great body, 
and carrying it forward in its legitimate 
course. 

Had the Association done nothing ele, 
I will not say than originating, but ‘even 
than aiding and concentrating thie rising ap 
of the profession, it would have performed 
a service entitling it to everlasting grati- 
tude, and to an imperishable name in the 
medical annals of our country. 


the public. It is the voice of wisdom and 
experience epeaking from the past, and 
meets a ready response in the breast of 
every man possessed of a good heart, a 
sound judgment, and correct moral prin- 
ciple. Should any one find a repugnance 
to the observance of its rules rising up 
within him, let him for a moment reflect, 
whether this may not spring from some evil 
source in himself; whether it may not be 
the result rather of an unwillingness to 
make what he may deem a sacrifice at their 
suggestion, than of a real conviction of their 
injustice or impropriety. Which is more 
likely to be true; the unbiassed and unself- 
ish judgment of the wisest and most expe- 
rienced in the profession, or an individual 
decision, which may at least be suspected 
of a selfish basis, and of which no man, if 
his interests or feelings are in any degree 
involved, can say that it is quite pure; for 
no man can judge impartially in his. own 
case? A becoming modesty would lead 
him to suspect that the fault might be‘in 
himself, and a becoming spirit to search 
into the depths of his own heart for the root 
of the evil, and to pluck it out if discovered. 
I have no doubt that a full observance of 
these rules would tend more than any one 
thing else, to maintain harmony in the pro- 
fession, and to elevate it in the public es- 
teem. It would render impossible those 
unseemly disputes, founded on petty jea- 
lousies, and supposed opposition of inte- 
rests, which, probably beyond any other 
single cause, expose the profession to ob- 
loquy and ridicule. A copy of the Code 
should be placed in the hands of every 
young man about to enter upon the practice 
of medicine, with the urgent advice that he 
should make it the guide of his professional 
life ; that he should not only regulate his 
conduct in conformity with its precepts, 
but should educate his heart into a real pre- 
ference for them. Would it not be an ob- 
ject worthy of the attention of the Associa- 
.tion to provide for such‘a distribution ; at 
least, by the publication of a large edition 





of ‘the code, to'put it in the power of indi- 

















viduals or societies, who might be disposed 
to engage in this work of beneficence, to 
do so with as little cost to themselves as 
possible. I do honestly believe that, to a 
young physician going forth into a life full 
of moral conflicts, the wearing of this gis 
would be one of his surest defences ; that, 
next to the holy Scriptures, and the grace 
of God, it would serve most effectually to 
guard him from evil. 

Not one of the least advantages of the 
Association is that, representing as it may 
be said to do, the medical profession of the 
country, its voice, when nearly or quite 
unanimous, will be considered as that of 
the whole medical body, and thus have 
weight both in the community at large, 
and in the legislative councils of the nation. 
It is only thus that the profession can make 
their special opinions and wishes known 
and felt. I have been told that the repre- 
sentations of the Association had much 
weight in determining a satisfactory ar- 
rangement of the question respecting the 
relative rank of the Surgeons in the navy. 
It is to be presumed that the patriotic phy- 
sician who brought before Congress the 
memorat:le measure for establishing a gene- 
ral inspection of imported drugs, was ma- 
terially aided in carrying it through by the 
approving voice of the profession, speaking 
in the memorial from this body. On an- 
other occasion, you were heard, through 
your resolutions, pleading in the Halls of’ 
Congress in favour of a great measure of 
honesty and justice, when you petitioned 
for an international copyright law between 
the United States and Great Britain; and, 
should such a law ever be passed, it will 
not be claiming too much for the Associa- 
tion to say that it will have contributed to 
that result. Your resolutions, from time 
to time, in advocacy of a system of registra- 
tion of births, deaths, &c., have probably 
also added something to the mass of influ- 
ence which has brought legislation to bear 
on this most important subject, though, it 
must be acknowledged, hitherto but very 
partially, and, with some honorable excep- 
tions, ineffectually. 

There is one other view of the beneficial 
influence of our great gatherings which I 
cannot pass unnoticed. 

The effect of isolation is well known in 
breeding excessive self-respect, distrust of 
others, and narrow, selfish, and sectional 
views and feelings. Man is naturally gre- 
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garious ; and it is only in association that his 
nature can receive its full development ; that 
the seeds of the better qualities within him 
can be made to germinate, and the qualities 
themselves to grow up, under culture, into 
their just magnitude and proportions. 

Our Association brings together many 
who would otherwise never meet, from sec- 
tions remote from each other, and differing 
much in views, habits, and feelings, We 
come, partly at least, for relaxation from 
the cares and toils of business, prepared and 
desirous to be pleased. Each one naturally, 
and without design, turns out the fairest 
side of his character, ‘‘his silver lining to 
the sun;’’ and all consequently make and 
receive favourable and kindly impressions. 
Each place selected for our meetings feels 
its character for hospitality involved in the 
reception of its guests, and every effort is 
made to extend all proper courtesies, and 
kindnesses to the assembled representatives 
of the profession. In parting, therefore, we 
carry with us friendly remembrances of one 
another, and of the place of assemblage, to 
our several far separated homes. These 
remembrances serve as 80 many cords, not 
only to bind the members of the profession 
together in one harmonious whole, but also, 
intertwined with other similar agencies, to 
counteract the centrifugal tendencies of our 
political system, and to keep it moving on- 
ward, each part in its: due place, in that 
majestic course, which, while shedding 
beneficent influences throughout its own 
great circle, attracts the admiring and hope- 
ful gaze of humanity everywhere. 

Having thus hastily scanned the present 
and past of the Association, let us turn our 
thoughts briefly towards the future. A few 
words will convey all that I have to address 
to your attention. 

It seems to me that experience should 
have taught us this one lesson ; not to aim 
at once at sweeping changes ; but, having 
determined what great objects are desirable, 
to keep these always in view, and, by the 
persevering use of such influences as may 
be at our command, securing one point in 
advance before hastening to another, to 
move on slowly but steadily to our ends. 
These must ever be the improvement of the 
profession itself, the advancement of medi- 
cal science, and the promotion of the pub- 
lic good, so far as that may, in any degree, 
be connected with our special pursuit. Each 
of these three points requires a brief notice. 
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In the improvement of the profession, the 
Association has from its foundation recog- 
nized, as an essential element of success, a 
higher degree of qualification in those who 
are to become its members. But for the 
attainment of this object they can use no 
coercive measures. The only power they 
can exercise is that of opinion. Our only 
appeal is to.the judgment and conscience of 
those concerned. But much may in time 
be done in this way. It is impossible that 
intelligent and honourable individuals, pos- 
sessed of that share of conscientiousness 
which belongs to most men, and is certainly 
not deficient in our profession, should long 
resist such appeals, proceeding from asource 
80 worthy of respect as this. Let us reite- 
rate, from time to time, our convictions of 
the necessity for improved preparatory edu- 
cation, for a longer devotion to the proper 
studies of the profession, for a junction of 
clinical with didactic instruction, and finally 
for something more than a mere nominal 
examination before admission to the honour 
of the doctorate, or the privileges of a license 
to practise; points which have ever been 
insisted on by the Association; let us, I 
say, reiterate these convictions ; and, like 
slowly dropping water, they will at length, 
however gradually, wear their way through 
the hardest incrustation of prejudice, inte- 
rest, indolence, or indifference, and reach 
the conscience withirresistible effect. While 
bringing to bear upon this resistance, the 
considerations of reason, duty, honour, and 
even an enlightened self-interest, we must 
carefully avoid all violence of procedure, as 
likely only to add the hostility of passion 
to other opposing influences. By this course 
universal opinion will be gradually con- 
‘ciliated ; and interest itself will find its 
own ends best promoted by compliance 
with the general will. Already some ad- 
vance has been gained in this direction; 
and the Association, by perseverance, 
may yet see all its reasonable wishes ac- 
complished. 

In relation to other measures for elevating 
the character and increasing the -efficiency 
of the profession, there appears to.me no- 
thing more at present for the Association to 
do, than to go on as it has begun. Its.con- 
tinued existence alone is a great good; for 
it ig annually bringing large numbers, sim- 
ply through membership in its body, to par- 
ticipate in its feelings, and to acknowledge 
its obligations. Let us then maintain, un- 
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shrinkingly, the standard of professional 
honour and morals that we have erected, 
and decline association with those who will 
not recognize that standard, or, having re- 
cognized, abandon it. Let us adhere un- 
swervingly to the line which has been 
drawn between regular and irregular medi- 
cine, and treat the practitioners of the latier 
with the silent disregard they merit. This 
is the only course for the regular practi- 
tioner. To wage a war of words with 
quackery, is todo what it most delightsin, It 
would be to contend, under the government 
of honour and principle, with antagonists 
who acknowledge no such restraints. In 
our private intercourse with friends and pa- 
tients, we may explain the grounds of differ- 
ence between ourselves and the irregulars, 
may demonstrate the absurdity of their 
pretensions, the danger of their practice, 
and the iniquity of their conduct ; in short, 
may endeavour to enlighten wherever light 
is acceptable, or can penetrate. We may 
even, if the public interest seem to require 
it, put forth refutations of false doctrine and 
assertion, and exposure of subterfuge, trick- 
ery, and imposture ; but with the irregulars 
themselves we should enter into no relation, 
whether of friendship or hostility. Ido not 
say that there may not be honourable and 
honest, though ignorant or bewildered men 
among them. But we cannot discriminate. 
With the presumed advantages of their 
association, they must be content to take 
also the disgrace. 

There is a point to which I would call 
the attention of the members of the Asso- 
ciation individually. We have been called 
Allopathists, in contradistinction to a sect 
of irregular practitioners who have taken to 
themselves the title of Homaopathists ; the 
latter term signifying that its professors 
treat disease by influences similar in their 
effects to the disease itself; the former that 
other, and of course dissimilar influences 
are used. It must be remembered, that the 
designation was not adopted by ourselves, 
but conferred upon us by Hahnemann and 
his followers. The intention was obvious. 
It was to place the regular profession, and 
their own scheme, upon a similar basis. 
They practised on one principle, we on a 
different and somewhat opposite principle. 
They graciously allowed that our principle 
was not altogether ineffective; that we did 
sometimes cure our patients ; but theirs was 
sounder in theory, and more successful in 














practice. Now, by recognizing the name, 
we necessarily recognize the principle also, 
and thus put ourselves in a false position. 
In deciding between them and us, the igno- 
rant masses think they are deciding between 
two systems, neither of which they under- 
stand, but of which they must judge, upon 
the grounds of relative success. Diseases 
often get well of themselves, if left alone. 
The genuine Homeopathist leaves them 
alone, and they often consequently termi- 
nate in recovery. This success is magnified 
by methods well understood ; and: multi- 
tudes are thus led astray, especially among 
the delicate and refined, who abominate the 
taste of medicine themselves, and are equally 
averse to tht task of fopcing it down the 
reluctant throats of theif children. But we 
are not Allopathists. The regular Ss 
of medicine is based on no such dogma, an 

no exclusive dogma whatever. We profess 
to be intelligent men, who seek knowledge, 
in reference to the cure of disease, wherever 
we can find it, and, in our search, are bound 
by no other limits than those of truth and 
honour. We should not hesitate to receive 
it from the homeopathists, had they any to 
offer. Wewouldpick it up from the filthiest 
common-sewer of quackery ; for, like the 
diamond, it has this excellent quality, that 
no surrounding filth defiles it, and it comes 
out pure and sparkling, even from the ken- 
nel This is the lightin which the medical 
profession should present itself to the com- 
munity. We are men who have sought in 
every possible way to qualify ourselves for 
the care of their health, We present them, 
in our diplomas, the evidence that we have 
gained sufficient knowledge to be trusted 
with this great charge ; and we stand pledged 
before them to extend our knowledge and 
increase our skill, as far as may lie in our 
power. Membership in our honourable 
profession is the proof we offer, that we are 
no false pretenders, no interested deceivers ; 
but upright men, intent on the performance 
of our professional duties. This the people 
can understand. But when we designate 
ourselves as Allopathists, they may well ask, 
in what are you, better than any other medi- 
cal sect, than the Homeopathists, the Hydro- 
pathists, the Thomsonians, the Eclectics ? 
Let us discard, therefore, the false epithet. 
Let us not only never employ it ourselves, 
but show that, when applied to us by others, 
it’ is inappropriate and: offensive, and, that 
the use of it in future would be'contrary to 
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gentlemanly courtesy, and the proprieties of 
cultivated society. I say, again, we are not 
Allopathists ; we are simply regular prac- 
titioners of medicine, claiming to be honest 
and honourable—in other words, to be gen- 
tlemen. 

The efficiency of our profession is to be 
increased, not only by increasing its quali- 
fications, but also by all upright measures 
calculated to win the public confidence, 
and thus widen the field of our operations. 
In this respect, I do not know that the 
Association can do better than to persevere 
as it has begun; and, by the propriety and 
dignity with which it conducts its own 
proceedings, to show to the world the high 
influences under whicll the profession acts, 
and demonstrate that it possesses those 
qualities of self-gayernment, so useful to 
the medical practitioner, and so character- 
istic of the gentleman in all his relations. 

The improvement of the science of medi- 
cine, has always been a favourite object of 
the Association. The appointment of com- 
mittees to investigate and report on certain 
stated subjects, the reception of voluntary 
communications, the offering of prizes to 
competing contributors, and the publication 
of our Transactions annually, are the means 
employed for this purpose, and I have 
nothing better to suggest. 

The remaining point for consideration, 
is the promotion of the public good. Hap- 
pily, such is the nature of our profession, 
that the more we improve ourselves, the 
better do we fulfil this great duty. But 
there is something else to be done. There 
are certain great interests of the commu- 
nity, relating to their health, of which me- 
dical men are the only good judges, and 
the various influences affecting which, they 
only can duly appreciate. Upon these 
points it is our duty to be ever on the 
watch, and not only like faithful sentinels, 
to give notice of danger, but, like heaven- 
appointed agents, as we are, to use our best 
efforts and influence to prevent or remove 
it, and, in every practicable way, to guard 
the public health. 

To the establishment of a general system 
of registration throughout the country, our 
attention has already been given. We 
should not relax our efforts, until the great 
end has been accomplished. 

There is another subject deserving of our 
most serious consideration. You are all 
aware what advances have recently been 
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made by thé smallpox in many parts,of our 
country... Thousands are perishing annu- 
ally, for whose deaths we are, as a profes- 
sion, in some degree accountable. The: 
is no occasion for this mortality. Vaccl- 
nation and revaccination, duly performed, 
and ‘under proper circumsiances, are, I will 
not say an abgolutely certain, but a very 
nearly certain safeguard. I have never 
known of death from smallpox, after an 
efficient revaccination;. and only, one in- 
stance of the occurrenceof varioloid. But 
the profession and the community have 
both been too careless upon this point. 
Food for the pestilence has been allowed to 
accumulate; and it has been rioting with 
fearful results in many parts of pur country. 
The profession should rouse itself from this 
apathy, and warn the community every- 
where of the danger, While. offering them 
the means of security, We may be ac- 
cused of self-interest in urging this measure 
of precaution; as our own instrumentality 
may be necessary, and must be compen- 
sated where the means exist. But a mo- 
ment’s reflection must convince the most 
stupid, that it would be much more to our 
pecuniary interest to attend a protracted 
case of smallpox, than to perform a trifling 
operation, which is to prevent it. There 
are, however, many occasions, in which it 
is necessary to do our duty at the,risk of 
obloquy ; and this is one. 

But perhaps I have been somewhat un- 
just to the profession. The people have in 
many places, and probably, in gome degree, 
in almost all,,chosen other guardians of 
their health, and rejected our offered aid. 
It has happened to me to become ac- 
quainted with one neighbourhood, in which 
gees has recently prevailed; but not a 

ingle case occurred within the circuit of 
the regular physician’s practice. Those 
families only suffered who had entrusted 
the care of their health to an empiric, who, 
for aught I know, may have been ignorant 
alike of smallpox and of vaccination. It 
is highly probable that many of those who 
now hear me could give a similar account 
of their own neighbourhoods. The public 
should take this, subject into their hands. 
Provision should be made, with legislative 
sanction, for univeraal vaccination. If the 
evil were confined exclusively to the. negli- 
gent individual, the public might. possibly 
have no right to interfere. But whole com- 
munities suffer, and government may and 
ought to step in for their protection. A man 














is prohibited by Jaw from setting fire to his 
own house, begause a neighbour's may 
suffer. Which is the greater evil, that our 
house should burn, or our families perish 


swith smallpox? It might be impossible 


in this country to establish a system of 
compulsory vaccination; but legislation 
might go far towards attaining the same 
end without this obnoxious feature. Time, 
however, does not permit me to follow this 
interesting subject in all its ramifications. 
I ‘must content myself with having intro- 
duced it to your notice. If the profession 
can do nothing more, they can at least raise 
a warning voice everywhere; and this 
will be doing much. 
I must close with begging *you to excuse 
the the fey into Which I have been drawn 
discuasion of the important points 
+h have engaged our attention, J intended 
to be very brief; but few men, when they 
have taken their pen in hand, can say tg the 
flowing tide of their thoughts, ‘‘thus far 
shalt thou go, and no further.’’ Allow me, 
in a few parting words, to thank you 
warmly for your attention, and to express 
the hope that our labours, during the ‘pre- 
sent session, may tend to confirm the good 
that has been done, and to carry us still 
further onward in the great road of progress ; 
so. that, hereafter, the meeting at Detroit 
may be remembered.as one, at which we may 
all be gratified and proud to have assisted, 
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Proffered. Donation to the Philadelphia 
College of Physicians by Prof. Mutter.— 
Prof. Murer has generously offered to pre- 
sent to the Philadelphia College of Physi- 
cians his valuable Pathological Cabinet, 
and, at-his death, to.endow it with the sum 
of thirty thousand dollars, provided the Col- 
lege will.comply with certain specified con- 
ditions, which, we presume, will be done. 

Norice.to Susscrisers.—The publish- 
ers take much pleasure in commencing with 
the present number the publication of Dr. 
Weat’s new work on the Diseases of Fe- 
males, which they. are assured is calculated 
in every respect, to give entire satisfaction 
to. their. subscribers. It.is intended to form 
a. complete.treatise. on Female. Diseases, and 
will be,passed through thé columns of the 
‘* News’’.as rapidly as compatible with due 
regard for variety. 
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